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Using Graphic Novels in Schools and Libraries: Challenges,
Opportunities and Strategies in Promoting Literacy and Critical
Thinking
Sarwesh Pareek

Abstract

Purpose: This paper aims to explore how graphic novels can be integrated into Indian school education
and libraries to enhance literacy, creativity, and students engagement, with a focus on accessibility and
awareness among students and teachers.

Design: This study adopts a qualitative case study approach centered on Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
Vidyashram, Pratapnagar. It investigates the process of students developing graphic novels and
assesses their influence on reading habits, comprehension, and classroom engagement. Data is drawn
from observations, students projects, and teachers feedback.

Findings: The study reveals that graphic novels effectively boost student motivation, reading
comprehension, and creative expression. However, their use in Indian schools remains limited due to
low awareness and insufficient access. To bridge this gap, the study highlights the need for structured
measures such as teacher training, enriched library collections, and creative workshops to support the
meaningful integration of graphic novels into the learning environment.

Value: This study presents a unique case from an Indian school context, offering insights into student-
led graphic novel creation. It contributes to the limited literature on the educational use of graphic

novels in India and provides actionable recommendations for schools and policymakers.
Keywords: Graphic novel; Comics innovation; Reading habit; School Library

Article Type: Survey based
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Universal Design for Learning Principles in Indian Academic Library
Services: A Framework for Inclusive Access for Differently-Abled Users
Parvin Shaikh Latif Kureshi and J Shivarama

Abstract

Purpose: This paper aims to examines how Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles can be
applied to library services to create inclusive environments for differently-abled users. The study
explores how these principles can guide libraries in improving accessibility through assistive
technologies, physical design, and staff training.

Methodology: Using a qualitative and conceptual approach, the study analyses previous literature,
official guidelines, and selected case studies from five Indian academic libraries. Information sources
including journals, reports, and institutional documents are reviewed to understand current practices,
challenges, and strategies for implementing UDL in libraries.

Findings: The results show that UDL principles can significantly enhance the inclusiveness of library
services. Libraries that apply assistive tools-such as screen readers, Braille displays, and voice-
recognition systems-provide better access and user satisfaction. However, limited funding, lack of
trained staff, and low awareness remain barriers to effective implementation. Case studies reveal that
initiatives like the National Digital Library of India and TISS accessibility programs represent strong
models of UDL in practice.

Value: This paper contributes to the ongoing discussion on inclusive library services by connecting
UDL theory with practical examples from India. It highlights that UDL is not only an educational model
but also a framework for promoting accessibility, equality, and social justice in information
environments.

Keywords: Universal design for learning (UDL); Inclusive Library service; Assistive technology;
Differently-abled user; Accessibility; Academic library; Inclusive education; India.

Article Type: Theoretical analysis based
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