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The study has highlighted the importance of library in information seeking. When in need of
information, individuals often look for a library as a key source. The libraries worldwide have assumed
the library patronage of fulfilling information needs of its seekers.

The investigator used the questionnaire tool and made personal visits to libraries to
collect the relevant data for the study. The study selected 17 college libraries comprising more than 700
faculty members who are the library clientele in this study.

The paper highlights how the College libraries support the academics for their information
needs, and support the user seeking behaviour with well-mannered library and information services
within their means and facilities.

The case study is of KLE Society's colleges in Karnataka - a society 100 years
old in standing and some of the colleges and their library and information centres are also very
resourceful and the college libraries provide variety of traditional and IT based services to their users
and thus the patronage is assessed in this study.
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Technology has significantly impacted students’ lives, and the use of mobile devices in the
classroom is becoming popular among many educational institutions. As more students hold
smartphones, the WhatsApp becomes increasingly popular as a study tool and communication
platform. The present study is aimed to find out the WhatsApp usage pattern by the medical students.

The study's goal is to acquire a better understanding of WhatsApp usage. It also considers
students' perspectives on the usage of WhatsApp for library services, as well as any issues they are
experiencing. The participants of the group were chosen at random. Questionnaires were used to
collect data and 193 were . SPSS was used to examine the data.

According to the statistics, most students communicate and share information via WhatsApp.
Students anticipate that the library will offer services via WhatsApp, such as access to a list of recently
acquired books and newspaper services.

This study looks at the services that students expect through WhatsApp platforms and how
they use WhatsApp. This allows librarians to determine what services students demand via these
channels and integrate social media into their libraries.

WhatsApp; Social networking site; Library service; Expectation; Information.

This study surveyed medical students at BIMS College Belagavi in Karnataka using
WhatsApp.
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This study aims to assess the awareness and utilisation of reference management tools among
research scholars in the Faculty of Social Sciences at selected universities in Bihar, India. It seeks to
identify the level of familiarity with these tools, the barriers to their usage, and the types of support
needed to enhance their effective implementation.

A quantitative survey was conducted involving 160 research scholars, of whom 147
completed the questionnaire, achieving a response rate of 91.87%. The survey collected data on
demographics, awareness and usage patterns of RMTs, preferred tools, and perceived barriers to
effective utilization.

The results indicate that while a substantial 67.64% of respondents are aware of reference
management tools, only 28.68% actively use them in their research. Mendeley and Zotero emerged as
the most recognised and used tools, with citation generation identified as the primary utility. Key
barriers to usage include a lack of training (71.39%) and the complexity of the tools (67.46%).
Respondents expressed a strong demand for workshops and training sessions to enhance their skills in
using effectively.

This research contributes to the understanding of the challenges faced by research
scholars in Bihar regarding reference management. It highlights the gap between awareness and active
usage of reference management tools and emphasizes the need for targeted training and institutional
support to empower scholars in their research endeavors. By addressing these gaps, the study aims to

foster a more conducive environment for the effective use of digital tools in academic

Reference management tool; Reference management software; Social science research
scholar; University; Bihar.

Survey based

research.

© IASLICIASLIC Bulletin. 70, 1; 2025, March



36, 3; 2021, Sept, p62-73.
4. MADHURI (J) and LAKSHMI (N H).

2021, Oct.

5. KUMAR (R) and SINGH (A). Challenges in
adopting reference management tools: a study of
Indian researchers.

2021, Jun.

6. ADEYEMI (I O), SULAIMAN (KA) andAKANBI
(L M). Awareness and usage of reference
management software: perspectives of faculty
members of university of Ilorin Nigeria.

. 4, 2; 2020, May,
p75-88. https://doi.org/10.15408/insaniyat.v4i2.
14003

7. KHANCHANDANI (V). Awareness and use of
reference management tools @ Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi (IIT Delhi).

, Delhi Library
Association, Delhi,Apr 19-20, 2019. Delhi Library
Association; Delhi. 2019, p221-9. https://www.
researchgate.net /pub l icat ion/332572255

8. HENDAL (B A). Kuwait University faculty usage
and perspectives of reference management
software. 6, 2019,
e5685. http://dx.doi.org/ 10.4236/oalib.1105685.

9. AMRUTHA (R V), KUMAR (K S) and KABIR (S
H). Use of reference management software among
science research scholars in University of Kerala.

8,1, 2018, Jun, p54-7. https://doi.org/10.
51983/ijiss.2018.8.1.503

10. PATHAK (A) and JOHNSON (S). Use and
awareness of reference management software
among community college students.

. 3, 2; 2018, Oct, p229-56.
https://doi.org/10. 21173/newlibs/5/12

0
(Retrieved on Sept 01, 2024).

.
(Retrieved on

Aug 03, 2024).

Insaniyat:
Journal of Islam and Humanities

(Retrieved on Aug 01, 2024).

Digital age
strategies in information management for
sustainable librarianship

(Retrieved on Aug 03, 2024).

Open Access Library Journal.

(Retrieved on Aug 03, 2024).

Indian Journal of Information Sources and
Services.

(Retrieved on Aug 03,
2024).

Journal of
New Librarianship

(Retrieved

Use and
awarness of Reference Management Software
Tools By Research Scholars of Library and
Information Science in India: A Study.

https:

https:

Library
Philosophy and Practice (e-journal).

//digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphil prac/563

Library Philosophy and
Practice (e-journal) //digital
commons.unl.edu/libphilprac/5630

on Aug 03, 2024).

Journal of Theoretical and
Applied Information Technology.,

(Retrieved on Aug 03, 2024).

Journal of Librarianship
and Information Science.

Journal of
Paramedic Practice.

Reference and User Services
Quarterly

11. OSMANI (M), AHMAD (B A) and ARIF (A S).
Reference management software (RMS) in an
academic environment: a survey at a research
University in Malaysia.

88, 1; 2016, Jun,
p135-44. https://www.scopus.com/record/display.
uri?eid=2-s2.0-

12. NILASHI (M), DALVI (M), IBRAHIM (O),
ZAMANI (M), and RAMAYAH (T). An
interpretive structural modeling of the features
influencing researcher's selection of reference
management software.

4, 1; 2016, p1-13.
13. (M). Reference management software

for students, researchers and academic.
4, 1; 2016, p484-7.

14. (M K). Citation management software:
features and futures.

. 50, 3; 2011, p204-208

HOLLAND

HENSLEY

.

26 Kishore, Soni and Singh

IASLIC Bulletin. 70, 1;  2025, March© IASLIC



Submitted on February Last revised on May 04, 2024 Accepted on October 05, 2024

IASLIC Bulletin

, 2024

SAVANUR (Kiran P), (Kiran S) and SANGANNAVAR (Arjun). Perception and awareness of
plagiarism among research scholars : a study. . 70, 1; 2025, Mar, p35-45

RANAVAGOL

Perception and Awareness of Plagiarism among Research Scholars : A
Study

Kiran P Savanur, Kiran S Ranavagol, and Arjun Sangannavar

Abstract

Purpose:

Methodology:

Findings:

Originality:

Keywords:

This study aims to assess the level of awareness and perception of plagiarism among research
scholars at Rani Channamma University, Belagavi (RCUB). It also explores the extent of usage of
plagiarism detection tools by scholars, the challenges faced in utilizing these tools, and issues related to
addressing plagiarism within the academic research environment.

The researcher adopted a descriptive survey research design to investigate the
awareness and perception of plagiarism among research scholars. Primary data were collected
through a structured questionnaire by using random sampling techniques.

Unintentional plagiarism remains a major issue among research scholars at Rani
Channamma University. A significant 55.10% of respondents admitted to improper citation, and
52.04% were unfamiliar with referencing styles. Approximately 48.98% cited academic pressure and
disorganized research activity as primary causes of plagiarism, while 45.92% pointed to a lack of
academic discipline. Awareness of UGC plagiarism regulations stood at 79.6%, indicating that 20.4%
were uninformed. URKUND (28.53%) and Turnitin (16.87%) were the most commonly used detection
tools. However, scholars reported issues with detecting plagiarism from non-online sources (50.00%),
LaTeX mathematical formulas (45.41%), and distorted formats of tables and graphs (47.96%). A
Kruskal-Wallis test showed no statistically significant association between research experience and
plagiarism awareness (p = 0.264).

Despite the evolution of modern research environments, scholars continue to face
challenges in addressing plagiarism. This underscores that the responsibility to uphold academic
integrity extends beyond higher education institutions and academic libraries. The lack of structured
training and formal awareness programmes remains a major cause of plagiarism. Thus, a collective,
multi-stakeholder approach involving awareness campaigns, ethical training, and strict policy
enforcement is essential to mitigate academic misconduct and promote responsible scholarship.

Perception; Awareness; Plagiarism; Research scholar; Rani Channamma University
Belagavi (RCUB).

Article Type : Survey based
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Research Data Management in Indian Academic Libraries: Challenges,
Opportunities and the Way Forward
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Article Type:

This paper examines the emerging role of academic libraries in Research Data Management
(RDM), with a inclusion of the Indian context. While global best practices and initiatives provide useful
benchmarks, the Indian scenario presents unique challenges in terms of policy, infrastructure, and
skills. This study evaluates the readiness of Indian academic libraries to engage with RDM services and
highlights practical ways forward. It also outlines in documenting the current landscape of RDM
services in Indian libraries while proposing a realistic model to adopt RDM practices.

This is a theoretical and descriptive study based on an extensive review of scholarly literature,
case studies, surveys, and institutional reports. It compares global and Indian experiences and
proposes actionable strategies suited to Indian libraries.

Indian academic libraries are still in the early stages of adopting RDM practices. Despite the
progress made in developed countries, Indian libraries face significant challenges, including lack of
policy frameworks, inadequate infrastructure, and insufficiently skilled personnel. However, with
institutional support, capacity building programme and phased implementation, RDM services in India
are a feasible and probable path forward.

The paper contributes by contextualising global RDM practices for India,
analysing feasibility, and offering recommendations tailored to the current realities of Indian academic
libraries while presenting the initiative from Indian Statistical Institute.

Academic libraries; Research data management; Data management Plan; Research data;
Research data service; Research data lifecycle
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Abstract

Purpose:

Methodology:

Findings:

Originality:

Keywords:

The present research aims to explore the relationships between key academic and financial
factors and their influence on the performance of universities as measured by the National Institutional
Ranking Framework (NIRF). Overall, this research aims to provide insights into how financial and
academic investments contribute to the scholarly reputation and ranking of universities in West Bengal,
thereby potentially informing policy decisions and resource allocation to enhance institutional
performance.

In this study, the top five universities in West Bengal were selected based on their NIRF
ranking among the top 100 universities in the "universities" category. Data from 2016 to 2024, covering
annual capital expenditure on libraries, seminar and workshop expenditures, total faculty numbers,
and sponsored projects, were sourced from the NIRF website. The collected data was analysed to
identify trends and correlations related to university rankings. Pearson's correlation coefficient reflects
shared priorities in strengthening library infrastructure, possibly influenced by common policy
guidelines, funding mechanisms, or developmental goals across the state's higher education landscape,
and the significant contribution of seminars, conferences, and workshops to the overall academic
development budget.

The research reveals a significant correlation between financial investments in library
expenditures, PhD scholar funding, and operational spending in academic events (seminars,
conferences, workshops) and the institutional rankings of universities in West Bengal. Despite higher
expenditures in these areas, universities, like the University of Calcutta and Jadavpur University,
showed varying ranks, suggesting that while these investments are crucial, other factors also influence
rankings. The findings underscore the importance of universities strategically allocating their budgets
in these areas to potentially enhance their rankings. The study analyses expenditures on seminars,
conferences, and workshops from 2016 to 2024, highlighting a consistent upward trend in academic
investment.

The originality of this research stems from its regional focus, integration of multiple
academic and financial variables, and its potential to influence both scholarly understanding and
practical university management strategies. The data indicate a strategic focus on enhancing
professional engagement and knowledge dissemination.

NIRF; Institutional rankings; West Bengal Universities; Library expenditure; Workshop
expenditure; Faculty count; Sponsored projects; Research fundings.
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